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FALSE-DOOR PANEL FOR KAJDOUAOU

Egypt, possibly Giza

Old Kingdom, Dynasty V, 2394-2345 BC
Limestone inscribed with hicroglyphs
Hcight 180 cm Width 45 cm

Right pancl of a false door naming the owner of the tomb: the ‘Priest of Horus- userib, priest of Uscrcmncbtj7
overseer of the Wab-Priests, Kajduau (my Ka shall be blessed).

Only the elite of‘Egyptian society had the means to providc for the afterlife, and built tombs with all the necessary
equipment, thus Cstablishing and maintanning a mortuary cule. In gcneral, Old Kingdom tombs consist of two
parts: a substructure below ground level for the burial chamber and a super- structure, the Mastaba above the
burial place, the monument for the deceased.

A false door is an artistic representation of a door that does not function like a real door. It is usua]ly carved from
a singlc block of stone or plank of wood. The ancient Egyptians believed that the false door was a threshold
between the worlds of the living and the dead, through which a deity or the Ka of the deceased could enter or exit.
Most false doors are found on the west wall of a funcrary chapcl or offéring chamber because the Ancient
Egyptians associa- ted the west with the land of the dead.

PROVENANCE

Former private collection Germany, acquired in 1981 from Galerie Agyptischer Kunst, C. Sandmeier; private
collection Prof. D.K. Diisseldorf, Germany, acquired in 1997 from Antike Kunst Gottingen, by decent from the
above
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